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TO 


THE 


HULVBETQN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr  Chairman j Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Ainual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Dulverton 
Rural  District  during  the  year  1966. 


The  headings  are  those  formulated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  & 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OP 

THE  AREA 

Areas 

78,159  acres 

Population  s 

4120  (1966  estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
as  per  rate  books 

1479 

Sum  represented  by 
a Penny  Rates 

£325 

Social  Conditions s 

The  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
are  engaged  on  agricultural  pursuits  and 
appear  to  be  exceptionally  healthy  in 
consequence. 

EXTRACTS  PROM 

vital  statistics 

FOR  1966 

Total 

Male 

P^ale 

Live  Births  Legitimate  ... 

• • 0 • • • 

47 

29 

18 

Live  Births  Illegitimate  ... 

• • • • • • 

4 

1 

3 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

• • • « • • 

40 

18 

22 

Still  Births  ... 

• 9 0 9 0 0 

1 

1 

•• 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  population  12.1 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  9*7 

Corrected  DeathRate  8.7 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  12.1 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  AGE  OF  4 WEEKS  = NIL 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


See  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report 


•IIDTOO 


i»n  • m'lft  •%v-»^k«^i 


^its^.'o'Si  .ti?!3D  .t:rfisi 


«loUlE«v.Lt/r  "to  iiAiaorf  m ^xjsrfjfo  od  I 

■ ' '7  ■ .i . y ; .1. 

♦ 'r/5e’'4  a4d  unr.'.-.i'  ?oxxdff  i*l 


»dd'X,^5&n  'io  ^ xd  LK:*r^  l:jmrot  •?>'ri-- 


I'T' ' ' -IrSZOP.  .-■ 

AvV.(i  ‘mXO  . 


'■vf.Ui 


; OD'tor^ 


ISGldi 

1 1'  • X - dltKiO*! 


QVJ.i:u. 

at:A  ■ 


fio’.*  Mir/i.cii;  ^ 
axo'nd  wvin  'to^ 


Xd  'iS-.t  tfUS 

is  ViXl  Xf^'^  ^ 


'■’^.’  .■^;:)r;«d'i^,.vX:ii  ‘io  der^v  e.r,-I 

irtCv  •Jti>'XWd'XWOXT’?;;S.  /‘iO  w-;^^ 


■V^-'>AOX( 


>■5-4  od  •::i--f?'X<'|^ 

vv'fe'-bxv  ;v:;j'  4 

''V’-r-i^-Aiff ' ■'  ■ ••'  ytui{izi/rtV(:'?M('^ii'v. ' 


■ '■''>a'. "'  • ' . . .. , -J 


al 

(: 

i . 

h 

ss 

ex' 

Of^ 

- 

I 

')iA\  :■ 

. , 6f?£5i.i;.t%3i  BiiP'i  10  0ViJ  ,? 

. . t o ■t^v, :,;•  i XX;',o XIX  aiXd^itt  o%’Iii  'X 
».  »■  ■ ©»A.iis'x;>  XXf:  iiWtl 

♦ »,  : " a4tT:xIl  llZ^- 

X«S;X  rjOiitaXiJ^fO^^  XioXiiiiif.mi  ,^.dd'  lo  fXVO  .f  •r^s^  ©.ti&S  dhxx'?  ■ 

\,Ki  ijediswtd©©  i04d  000,1  fid's!]  d^sfid 


■■  f 9 <h  • « 


J.5X  ■ 


.♦  ^ • 


iin  V 


- . t.  . « t ■<  - Of©H  n'Xxiil  i?©?*?®;;  xcO' 


1. 


peevalmce  md  control  over  infectious  mp  other  diseases 


No  particular  disease  was  unduly  prevalent  during  the  year. 


VACCINATIONS 


Vaccinations  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  I966 
in  the  Balverton  Rural  District  NIL 

Medical  practitioners  now  carry  out  vaccinations. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 


Small  Pox  ...  . . 
Scarlet  Fever  .. 
Diptheria  ...  . * 
i^easles  ...  • # . 
Whooping  Cough  . . . 
Puerperal  pyrexia... 
Pneumonia  ...  • . . 


• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

♦ • • 

• • • 

• • • 


Erysipelas. . . 


Other  Diseases  notifiable  locally 
Influenzal  Pleurisy  ,.. 

Chicken  Pox  

Acute  Poliomylitis  ... 

lysentry  

Anthrax  ...  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  Cancer 


Total  Cases  Cases  admitted  Deaths 

Notified  to  Hospital 


18 


Stomach  1,  Bronchus  4»  Breast  1,  Others  1 Total  “ 7 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  mortality  from  cancer  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  lulverton  Rural  District  during  the  past  13  years. 

The  number  of  Bronchial  cancer  cases  has  increased  over  the  past  I5  years. 


Gastric  Cancer 

22 

Cancer  of  Bowel 

7 

Testis 

1 

Ovary 

3 

Bladder 

6 

Oesophagus 

9 

Breast 

25 

Pancreas 

9 

Uterus 

4 

Prostate 

3 

Rectum 

5 

Larynx 

1 

Bronchus 

11 

Valvae 

1 

Brain 

1 

Orbit 

1 

Rodent  Ulcer  of  Scalp 

1 

Cervix 

1 

Leukaemia 

3 

Total  * 

Others 

13 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29172044 


PP.OYISIQM  0T5’  EmTH  5BEVJCBS  IE  AJglA 


in  the  Heme 

Nursing  is  provided  by  the  Health  Dept,  of  the  Somerset  County  Council 
and  where  required  there  is  liason  with  the  Local  Authority. 

Home  Helps 

The  Home  Help  service  is  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Welfare 
Department  of  the  Somerset  County  Council,  it  operates  in  the  district 
gi-.-lng  attention  to  chronic  sick  and  ne,ternity  services  etc.,  Horae  Helps 
are  available  in  most  of  the  parishes  within  the  district  and  a supervisor 
recides  in  Dulverton.  Good  liason  and  co-operation  exists  between  this 
Aurhoxity  and  the  Home  Help  service  organisers  and  their  attention  is 
frequently  being  drawn  to  deserving  cases. 

oti ou^s  Diseases 

hhere  required  cases  of  infections  di.seases  are  removed  to  isolation 
hospitals  outside  the  area  and  the  necessary  enquiriws  and  investigations 
are  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Ii‘.vrcr’"es 

The  District  Nurses  of  whom  there  are  4 act  in  this  capacity. 

I.'oh  oi'?.t  ories 

Arrangements  for  the  carrying  out  of  Pathological  and  Bacteriological 
IXaC'lnations,  Analysis  of  Foodstuffs  etc.,  are  made  with  the  Somerset  County 
Jiohcratory  at  County  Hall,  Taunton  and  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Hrxvr.ce  at  Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  Taunton. 

Rps;^;i.t^als 

There  are  no  hospitals  of  any  description  within  the  area*  Hospital 
c-.c''..mmodation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  remains  unchanged. 

ai^d  Nursinis:  Homes 

There  are  no  Maternity  or  Nursing  Homes  within  the  area  of  this  Authority. 
Wli'^ro  necessary  maternity  cases  are  removed  to  Monehead,  Tiverton  or  Taunton 
Eocpibals.  Cases  of  Maternal  Mortality  and  Pueperal  Pyrexia  ane  investigated 
by  tije  County  Authority.  Ante-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at 
Fxmocr  House,  Dulverton  each  month. 

Institutional  Provisions  for  the  care  of  the  Mental  Defective 

There  are  no  such  institutions  within  the  area  of  this  Authority. 

Dipl horia  Immunn sat ions  and  Vaccinations. 

Diptheria  Immunisations,  poliomyelitis  and  smallpox  vaccinations  are 
cso'ried  out  by  general  practitioners  and  at  the  monthly  clinic  held  at 
Exmoor  House^  D-ilwerton. 
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PUBLIC 


HEALTH 


ELIYIROlW'WIH  THE  /iREA 


(1)  Water  §up?l.v 

Hine  out  of  a total  of  eleven  parishes  in  the  area  have  a public 
Tjater  s^^pply.  Routine  sciaples  both  for  Bacteriological  and  Chenical 
examination  are  talcen  at  frequent  intervals  during  the  year  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor  and  the  results  of  the  samples 
so  talcen  are  set  out  in  his  report. 

The  West  Somerset  Water  Board  are  the  Statutory  Undertakers  for 
most  public  vater  supplies  in  the  area^of  the  Dulverton  Rural  District, 
the  only  exception  being  a small  area,  at  Oldv/ays  End  in  the  parishes  of 
Dulverton  and  Brushford  T;hich  is  supplied  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board 

(2)  Drainage  and  Senerage 

Three  Village  Severage  Schemes  provided  several  years  ago  by  the 
Council  serve  Dulverton,  Brusiiford  and  Exford,  The  disposa,!  works  at 
Dulverton  are  laiov.n  to  be  \70rking  to  full  capacity  but  the  standard  of 
effluent  obtained  appeared  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory.  It  is  hoped 
the  report  of  the  Consulting  Engineers  who  are  now  investigating  this 
scheme  will  be  available  shortly  and  any  improvements  and  extensions 
which  maybe  rv^quired  put  in  hand. 

Works  on  the  provision  of  a sev/erage  scheme  to  serve  the  Village 
of  V/insford  are  due  to  commence  early  in  I967  and  upon  its  completion  a 
number  of  unsatisfactory  arrangements  nov/  existing  may  be  dispensed  v/ith 

I understand  further  vrorks  were  carried  out  during  the  year  on  the 
preparation  of  a Sewerage  Scheme  to  serve  the  Village  of  Bridget o\7n 
whore  a number  of  properties  adjacent  to  the  main  road  still  have  to 
rely  on  earth  closets. 

The  Council  will  ultimately  have  to  give  consideration  to  improving 
dra,inoge  arrangements  at  Brompton  Regis,  and  should  further  development 
talce  place  at  Huish  Chompflo\;er  also, 

( 3 / Rivers  and  Stream  Pollution 

The  pollution  of  rivers  aiid  streams  is  dealt  with  mainly  by  the 
Devon  River  Authdrity, 

(4)  Cllset  Accommodation 

Numerous  improvements  were  made  to  scattered  cottages  throughout 
the  district  and  every  encouragement  is  given  in  this  respect, 

(5)  Schools 

All  schools  \Tithin  the  area  have  flush  lavatories  although  in  many 
cases  these  are  contained  in  very  old  buildings  removed  from  the  main 
school  building  and  fall  far  short  of  modern  standards,  I understand 
the  County  Couiicil  are  likely  to  allo\;  in  their  I967/8  works  programme 
for  improvements  to  toilet  accommodation  at  certain  schools  in  this  area 
and  such  action  is  to  be  v, welcomed. 

The  ma,jority  of  schools  have  kitchens  atta,ched  \7here  school  meals 
are  prepared  and  these  promisws  are  inspected  from  tine  to  time  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  ensure  compliance  \;ith  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

(6)  Public  Clornsing 

See  Public  Health  Inspector's  Report, 

(7)  ornitary  Inspection  of  the  i'lrea 

See  Public  Heo-lth  Inspector's  Report 
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(8)  Eradicj.tion  of  Bedbugs 


No  action  \7as  required  diirin^^  tiie  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Rililj  0 Health  (Prevontion  of  Tuberculosis)  R<a?ulations,  1952 
No  nexi  cases  of  Tubercu.losis  were  notified  during  1966. 

thanlcs  are  due  to  Ifro  Organ  for  his  assistance  in  coupiling  this 
report  and  also  for  his  co-oijera,tion  throughout  the  year. 


I have  the  honotir  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON, 


MedicaR  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
ExjO'jr  House, 
BULTERTOIT 

S oner set. 

jTone,  1967, 
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Report  of  the  Public  Hoo.ltli  Inspector  & Suir/eyor  for  the  year 

ending  31st  Deceaber,  1966. 


PREFACE 

Er  Chairuaii,  Ladies  and  Gentleiien. 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  hercv/ith  my  ninth  /mnual  Report  upon  the 
xrork  caarried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department  as  required  by  Statute*  The 
report  includes  information  required  by  the  provisions  of  Ministry  of  Health 
Circulo-r  1/67  and  of  thher  Government  Dei^artments, 

The  statistics  and  comments  in  the  follo\7ing  pages  aga,in  give  some 
indica.tion  of  the  v;ide  nature  of  duties  performed,  all  of  which  however 
are  directly  linlced  with  the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  Public  Health 
conditions  in  the  area. 

The  oixount  of  legislation  which  we  are  required  to  enforce  continues  to 
increase  and  in  this  connection  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Building 
Regulations  I965  and  of  various  additional  Regulations  connected  v/ith  Pood 
Hygiene,  The  amount  of  time  I ;:as  able  to  devcste  to  attending  to  vAiat  I 
consider  to  be  the  more  routine  duties  was  often  far  from  adequate  and  does 
on  occasion  giye  cause  for  some  ma.tter  of  concern.  The  amount  of  adminis- 
trative work  ha.s  xjithout  doubt  increased  tremendously  over  recent  years  and 
in  addition  a considerable  amount  of  time  has  had  to  be  devoted  to  various 
CapitaJ  Works  Schemes  being  undertaJcen  by  the  Council,  If  all  Statutory 
duties  are  to  be  thoroughly  and  efficiently  undent aicen  the  Council  may  well 
in  the  not  too  far  distant  future  ha.ve  to  give  considera,tion  to  providing 
additional  teclTnicaA  staff. 

In  conclusion  may  I again  express  my  thanlcs  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Coiuicil,  the  Charrman  of  the  Public  Health  and  the  Housing  Committees,  and 
a,ll  members  of  the  Council  and  sta>ff  with  particular  reference  to  the  staff 
of  mj"  oval  department  for  their  valuable  co-mperavtion  and  assistance  through- 
out the  year. 


I an,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


R.  J.  0RG.7H. 


Public  Health  Inspector  & 
Surveyor, 


June,  1967, 
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Public  Healtli  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December  - 1966 


The  total  nu^Poer  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during'  the  year  amounted 
to  1662  and  the  details  belov;  indicate  the  i:iultifarious  nature  of  these  duties. 

GENERAL  SAITITATION 


Visits  in  connection  uith  V/ater  Supplies  (l&ln  and  Private  Supplies)  142 

Visits  in  connection  uith  drainage  of  Private  Buildings  4I 

Sewage  Y^orks  11 6 

I.Iovable  Dwellings  (Caravans,  Tents  etc.,)  48 

Enforcement  of  Petroleuia  Regulation  52 

Public  Conveniences  22 

Flood  Prevention  VJorks  43 

Pc,ctories  3 

Offices,  Shope  etCo,  7 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (including  Litter  Collection  and  control) 

63 

Rodent  Control  23 

General  Huisances  and  Complaints  19 

Schools  4 

Licensed  Premises  5 

Ivliscellaneous  Public  Health  Hatters  29 

Hew  Constructional  ''.Yorks  (Local  Authority)  92 

Hew  Constructional  Y/orks  (Private)*  263 

HOHSIHG 

Routine  Inspections  of  Council  Houses  44 

Visits  in  connection  vnLth  repair  and  maintenance  of  Council  Houses  259 

Inspections  and  re-inspection  of  priva.te  houses  under  Housing  Acts  81 

Investigation  of  liiiprovement  Grant  applications  and  lliscellaneous  32 

IIIFECTIOHS  PIS  imiSmo 

Enquiries  and  other  Ivliscellaneous  Hatters  3 

IHSPECTIOIT  OF  J-IEilT  IJID  OTHER  FOODS 

Total  Heat  Inspection  visits  219 

Routine  visits  Shops  and  other  Establishments  res  enforcements  of 
Food  Ifygiene  Regulations  31 

Hiseellaneous  Food  Visits  10 

Other  miscellaneous  Visits  11 

Total  = 1662 
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(a)  Council  Houses 

Iluring  the  early  part  of  the  year  a further  eleven  duellings  on  the 
new  Pixton  'Jay  Estate  at  hulverton  uere  completed,  thus  completing  the 
uhole  of  Phase  1 of  this  particular  development  comprising  tuenty-four 
t'.fo  hedroomed  Bungalous,  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  owned  249 
dxrellings  representing  approximately  l6°/o  of  all  duellings  'vTithin  the 
district , 

In  July  1966  ’v/orks  uere  coraraenced  on  the  erection  of  eight  tuo- 
Dc-dz’oonod  Bungaloi/s  on  a site  ok  Brushford,  and  v/orks  uere  uell  in  hand 
ok  the  end  of  the  yea,r, 

A scheme  to  provide  a further  seventeen  units  of  accomLiodation  on 
the  remaining  land  at  the  Pixton  Way  estate  uas  prepared  by  Architect's 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  uas  about  to  be  submitted  to  the  Mnistry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Goverment. 

(b)  Private  Housing  and  Action  under  Housing  Acts 

Five  private  duelling  houses  v/ere  erected  dviring  the  year  o,s  compared 
ulth  eleven  recorded  for  the  previous  year^  A further  five  hoeises  uere 
in  course  of  erection  o-t  the  end  of  Peoember, 

The  number  of  post  \io.r  houses  erected  from  1st  April  1945  "to  31st 
December  I966  is  as  follouss- 

Locak  Authority  173 

Private  Enterprise  87 

1570  cases  of  overcrowding  uere  found  and  had  not  been  abated  by  the 
end  of  the  jeojr, 

I\n  Undertaking  under  the  Housing  Act  uas  accepted  by  the  Council  in 
respect  of  a house  ok  Exton  and  informal  action  uas  taken  in  a number  of 
co.ses  uith  a vieu  to  essentiok  repairs  being  carried  out, 

(c;  Improvement  Grojits 

( i ) Di s cr et i onary 

Eumber  of  a,p.jli  cat  ions  and  houses  dealt  Y/ith  by  Local  Authority 

during  years - 


(1) 

Received 


(2) 

A'ooroved 


Applicakions 

Ho.  of  dv/ellings. 

Applicakions 

Ho.  of  dv/ellings 

4 

4 

4 

4 

ROTE  - ITumbcr  of  applications  approved  in  respect  of  ormer/ occupiers  during  year 

1. 

Average  cost  per  dY/elling  approved  during  yeox  ...  £973 

i'ncujit  of  Grant  payable  by  Local  Authority  * . . £1558 
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( ii  ) Standard 


1,  ITunber  of  applica,tions  (a)  Received  11 

(b)  Approved  11 

2.  Ruiiber  of  Houses  vdiere  Standard  Amenities  have  been  provided  14 

I'TCTB  - Ihu'.iber  of  arplica,tions  approved  in  respect  of  oijner/occupiers 
during  year  ' 5 

The  fiipure  given  a,t  (2)  above  indicant es  the  Ho.  of  d-i.;ellings  provided  v/’ith 

Standard  amenities  during  the  year.  The  total  No.  provided  with  such  amenities 
since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  is  44* 


SELLINGS 

Follo\7ing  the  s'arvey  made  in  19^5  at  the  request  of  the  County  Planning 
Authority  of  all  knoan  Caravan  and  Camping  Sites  a fiirther  survey  \jc.s  carried 
out  in  August  I966  on  similar  lines.  The  rt;sults  obtained  were  similar  to  the 
previous  years  which  gave  details  of  sixteen  different  sites,  the  mogority  of 
which  were  used  for  the  siting  of  one  Caravan  or  tent  only  by  itinerant  campers 
for  only  one  or  t'v/o  nights.  No  ne;/  licwncoS  'jere  issued  and  the  mrmber  of 
sites  licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  remained 
at  six.  It  is  felt  this  matter  may  ha-ve  to  be  given  a little  more  attention 
in  future  years  in  order  to  affect  proper  control. 

The  site  at  the  re^ar  of  Exmoor  Houses  Dulvortoiis  leased  by  the  Council, 
to  the  Caravan  Club  continued  in  use  and  v;as  extremely  managed  by  the 

resident  Harden, 


HeTER  SUPPLIES 


(a)  Public  ^Supplies 

The  Statuto3:q’'  Hater  Undertalcers  for  the  area  are  the  ¥/est 
Somerset  Y/ator  Boand  ’,dio  provide  supplies  to  all  Yillages  with  the 
exception  of  Simonsbath,  Upton  and  Exton.  A fe\7  properties  at 
01d\;ays  End  are  supnied  by  the  North  Devon  V/ater  Board, 

Regular  sampling  of  a.ll  main  supplies  ms  carried  out  duririg  the 
year  by  this  department,  samples  being  submitted  to  both  the  Hest 
Somerset  Hatei’  Board  Chemist  and  the  Riblic  Health  La.boratory,  Results 
obtained  are  as  follo\/ss- 
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Supply 

Total  Ho, 

Ho.  found 

Ho.  found 

of  samples 

satisfactoiv 

unsat  isfact( 

Dulverton  & Brushford 

25 

24 

1 

Dulverton  (Jury  Roaxl) 

14 

14 

Brompton  Regis 

9 

7 

2 

Huish  Champflo\;er 

6 

6 

Bridget  om 

8 

2 

6 

Winsf ord 

10 

7 

3 

Skilgate  (Old  Supply) 

6 

3 

3 

" (lie\/  Slpply) 

6 

5 

1 

Ebeford 

8 

8 

V/ithypool 

,7 

9 

2 

99 

IS 

The  total  nuinber  of  sanplos  talten  shovrcd  an  increase  of  tlri.rty- eight 
over  the  previous  year.  Of  the  somples  found  unsatisfactory-  the  najcrity  fell 
only  a little  short  of  the  high  stcaidard  required  for  a public  supply.  In  the 
case  of  the  Sridgetomi  supplyr  this  v/ater  is  not  treated  in  cut-y  ^7--/  J-a 

imderstood  the  ITater  Board  are  looking  for  or  n/bii +i’ source  of  supply  ’.oith 
possibility  of  providing  Gjct&noions  to  serve  the  Village  of  Exton,  and  it  is 
hoped  if  such  an  additiona,!  supply  is  found  a proper  trealnent  plojit  naybe 
provided. 

Serious  shortages  occurred  at  Brushford  during  October  extending  over  a 
period  of  three  da,ys  due  to  a broalcdovm  in  supplies  following  mains  re-laying, 
Tfcter  tankers  provided  emergency  supplies  until  the  normal  service  uas  resumed. 

During  the  year  the  v/ater  main  bet\/een  Dulverton  and  Brusliford  wa.s  re- 
laid  by  the  Hater  Board  and  the  size  of  the  main  increased  v/ith  a vieu  to 
improving  the  supply  to  the  Brushford  reservoir. 

In  addition  to  the  scmiplos  taitoii  and  svibmitted  for  Bant eriologi cal 
examination  samples  also  taJaen  from  each  main  supi^ly  for  chemical 

examination  and  submitted  to  the  County.'-  Public  iinalyst.  The  results  obtained 
are  set  out  in  the  appendix  to  this  report. 


( b ) Private  Su'oplies 


A total  of  thirty-five  samplus  \;oro  taken  from  priva-te  v;ater 
supplies  during  the  year,  thirty  of  vdiich  proved  to  be  luisarisfantory. 
The  magority  of  those  unsalisfantory  samples  u^re  obtained  from  a n-umber 
of  d\;ellings  on  a private  estate  in  the  Exbridge  area.  Investigations 
revealed  the  supply  to  be  grossly  contaminated,  and  as  a result  of 
informal  action  the  old  supply  mc.b  abandoned  and  a mains  supply  sub- 
stituted to  all  the  dv;ellings  concerned, 

SK/ERilGE  im  DRiilMGE 

3ev;eraje  systems  vith  disposal  'jorks  are  provided  s,t  Dulverton,  Exford 
and  Brusliford,  maintenance  of  v;hich  is  undertaken  by  direct  labour.  The 
Council  also  ancept  responsibility  of  the  maintenance  of  a cesspool  serving 
the  hamlet  at  Old, .'ays  End,  t\:o  cesspools  at  Brompton  Regis  and  one  cesspool 
at  Dulverton  serving  a number  of  properties  not  connected  to  the  main  se\;er 
at  King's  Corner,  In  addition  a number  of  septic  ta.nlcs  and  cesspools  serving 
soveral  groups  of  Council  Houses  throughout  the  district  are  also  maintained. 
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I>uirin.-;,  the  year  further  v;orks  were  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  in  connection  \;ith  the  propara,tion  by  then,  acting  upon  instructions 
given  by  the  Council,  of  a.  report  upon  the  condition  and  adequa.cy  of  the 
Dulverton  Seuagage  systeu  and  So\;a,ge  Dispose,!  \7orks.  During  the  sumier 
months  a nuLiber  of  night  tests  \/ere  Lia,de  which  revealed  sone  considerable- 
degree  of  infiltration  \;ater  entering  the  system.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
the  detailed  report  of  the  Consulting  Engineers  \:c.s  still  av;aited. 

Routine  saiipling  of  SeYoev-.-e  T'?'orks  effluents  wa.s  undertaken  by  the  Devon 
iLivex  Authority  suae  io-su-lLs  b>,.xng  belok.  the  oxandard  x’equireds  It  is  ho]ped 
however  that  a higher  stauda-rd  of  naintonance  Yn.ll  secure  an  inprovenent  in 
future  samples. 

During  the  year  tenders  Y/ere  obtained  in  connection  with  the  CoYincil's 
proposals  of  providing  a Sewerage  Scheue  for  the  Village  of  Einsford,  and 
those  works  Y/ere  dxie  to  be  connenced  early  in  I967. 

Further  YTorks  Y/ere  also  carried  out  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  on  the 
prepa/ration  of  a scheme  to  serve  the  Village  of  Dridgetov/n,  and  documents 
are  likelj'’  to  be  a,vailablo  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  ea.rly  in  I967. 


COI/MOh  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  a,re  no  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  YTithin  this  area. 


REFUSE  COLLECTIOI'TS 

Regulax  collections  of  household  refune  v/ere  made  from  the  majority  of 
premises  throughout  the  district.  The  frequency  of  collections  varied  from 
once  Y/eekly  at  Dulverton,  Exford,  Hinsford  and  BridgetoYm  to  once  a month 
in  some  of  the  more  outlying  and  sca.ttorod  Parishes,  No  charge  \to.s  made  for 
the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse  Y/hich  is  collectv..d  together  Y/ith  household 
refuse. 

The  diesel  Refuse  Collection  Vohivle  of  the  side  loading  type  purchased 
in  1957  continued  in  use  but  in  vieY7  of  the  age  of  the  Vehicle  and  due  to  the 
increass  in  the  bYilk  of  the  material  being  collected  the  Council  gabe 
consideration  to  the  purcha.se  of  a no\/  Vehicle  of  increased  capacity  ard 
demonstrations  of  a neY/  Harrier  Dual-Tip,  fore  and  a.ft  Refuse  Collector  took 
place  over  a,  period  of  three  da.ys  during  August,  On  the  demonstration 
prcvlng  satisfactory  a noY/  Vehicle  of  this  type  v/a.s  duly  ordered  in  October 
for  delivery  early  in  I967.  The  neY'/  Vehicle  Y/ith  its  increased  capacity  of 
18/25  cu.yds  should  assist  considerably  the  Y/ork  of  the  men  enga.ged  on  this 
service  Y/ho  for  some  years'  pa.st  have  experienced  difficulties  in  coping  with 
the  large  quantities  of  Refuse  from  some  the  outlying  Villages, 

The  tip  a.t  Ha;;/lm;ell  Lane  opened  in  I965  continued  in  use  during  the 
year  but  although  originally  expected  to  provide  tipping  space  for  a number 
of  years  it  is  hoy/  fc-lt  an  altvrha.tive  site  may  have  to  be  found  v/ithin  the 
next  4 - 5 years 

The  fclloY/ing  schedule  of  Annual  mil ea,ge  by  the  Vehicle  again  indicates 
the  degree  by  Y/hich  this  serY/ice  has  been  extended  during  recent  years. 


1958 

5923 

1959 

6372 

i960 

6794 

1961 

7147 

1962 

7725 

1963 

85O8 

1964 

9262 

1965 

9994 

1966 

10022 
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Tho  Veliiclo  averc^’ed  I4.I  nilcs  per  gallon  of  diosel  fuel.  Due  to  its 
increased  size  the  nev;  Vehicle  uhen  received  vn.ll  vmdoubtedly  not  be  as 
econonical  to  run  as  the  old  Vehicle, 

The  arrcjigonent  -./hereby  the  nain  streets  of  Dulverton  are  s-v7ept  daily 
v/as  continued  during  the  year  and  a contribution  tov/ards  the  cost  is  received 
from  the  Sonerset  County  Council,  This  work  is  undertaken  by  a part  tine 
enployee. 

Responsibility  is  a.lso  undertaken  for  the  provision  and  enptying  of  a 
nunber  of  Litter  Baskets  in  the  Exnoor  Rational  Parks  ihrea  and  a contribution 
tov/ands  the  cost  of  this  ‘i/ork  is  obta-ined  fron  tho  ibanoor  I'Ta.tional  Parks 
Connittee, 


IKSPSCTIQIT  OF  lEAT  MU)  OTHLR  FOODS  iMB)  FOOL  PRailSSS 

(a)  Food  PrenisGS,  Ga.fes  etc,. 

The  nunber  of  food  prenises  in  the  district  in  their  respective 
cla^ssifi cations  is  as  follov/ss- 


(a) 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

18 

Butchers 

3 

(c) 

Bakehouses 

1 

(d) 

Ca.fos  and  Restuarants 

6 

(e) 

Hotels  and  other  catering 

Bs  t a.bl  i shment  s 

11 

(f) 

School  Kitchens 

11 

(s) 

Confectioners 

2 

Total  = 

. 52 

Inplenentations  of  tho  roquirenents  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations 
has  continued  but  it  is  not  alnays  possible  to  dc;Vote  sufficient  tine  to 
this  inportant  subject  particularly  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season 
v/hen  in  actual  fant  increased  attention  should  be  pand  to  this  inportant 
Subject , 

Of  the  inspections  nade  however  these  revealed  the  occupiers  of 
Catering  and  Poud  Establishnents  v/ere  naintaining  an  extremely  satisfactory 
standard,  some  improvements  vvere  affected  follo\/ing  infornaJ  action  and 
advice. 

Increa.sed  attention  //a.s  paid  during  the  yean  to  mobile  food  premises 
and  deliver;ir  vans. 

The  follo'wing  ta-ble  gives  infomation  of  the  number  of  food  premises 
su.bject  to  the  Pood  Hygiene  (General)  Regula;tions, 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 


Number  of  Premises 
Humber  of  Premises 
Huuaber  of  Premises 
Humber  of  Preuiises 


fitted  to  comply  v/ith  Regulation  I6 
to  v/hich  Regulation  I9  apply s 
fitted  to  comply  v/ith  Regulation  I9 


52 

51 

43 

43 
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1. 


3) 


Ice-Crecn 


Ko  premises  v/ithin  the  district  are  registered  for  the  nanufacture 
of  Ice-Crea::i. 


f-vTonty-five  premises  are  registered  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act 
for  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice-CreCuQj  on  increase  of  one  over  the 
previous  year.  All  retoAlers  have  satisfontory  storage  fonilities  but 
in  viev/  of  the  increoned  denond  for  'soft'  or  'loose'  Ice-Crean  greater 
attention  hon  nov  to  be  paid  to  Hygiene  Sta-ndonds. 


')  Meat  and  Other  Poods 

The  t\/o  suoJl  private  slaughter  houses  situated  at  Dulverton 
continued  to  be  used  throughout  the  year  in  connection  udth  the  three 
butcher's  shops  at  Dulvertono  The  licences  of  the  Slaughterhouses  were 
renev/ed  by  the  Council  and  having  regojxl  to  the  size  of  the  Establishments 
the  lay-out,  construction  and  standards  of  maintenance  or-e  regarded  as 
generally  satisfactory'.  The  number  of  animals  inspectcxl  and  the  nea,t 
found  unfit  \ic.a  a,s  follov/ss- 


D ovine s 

Calves  ■ 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

Humber  Killed 

197 

1 

RSI 

NIL 

NIL 

numbers  Inspected 

197 

1 

881 

NIL 

NIL 

T/eight  of  Meat  Condemnel.  in 

lbs 

For  s - 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

HID 

HID 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

(b)  Cysticerosos 

HID 

HID 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

( c ) Other 

235 

NIL 

36 

NIL 

NIL 

235 

NIL 

36 

NIL 

NIL 

d)  Poultry  Packing  EstadlishLionts 


There  are  no  such  establislments  within  the  anea. 


IHPECTIOHS  DISE/iSES 


Ho  serious  outbreaJo  of  any  infectious  diseases  v;ere  notified 
during  the  yean. 


RODEHT  CONTFlOL 

The  Council  continued  to  carry  otit  their  obligations  under  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949  and  a full  time  Inspector/Operator 
is  employed  for  this  purpose.  All  premises  in  the  district  are  inspected 
at  regular  intervals  with  particular  attention  being  paid  to  Agricultural 
premises  and  it  is  found  that  by  frequent  visits  occupiers  of  the  premises 
are  continually  reminded  of  their  obligation  under  the  Act, 

Agricultural  and  business  premises  are  where  requested  treated  by 
the  Council's  Operator  on  a Contract  basis.  Approximately  9O  Rodent 
Contracts  are  held  rsnging  in  price  between  £3  to  £13.  Premises  under 
Contract  are  treated  on  8,verage  four  times  a year.  Occupiers  of  such 
premises  not  wishing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Contract  service  are 
treated  at  cost  price.  A number  of  properties  in  the  area  are  now  being 
serviced  by  private  firms  \mdertaking  this  work. 
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Any  infestations  reported  at  private  dv/ellingr  houses  ?/ere  investigated 
by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  dealt  ?/ith  free  of  charge.  Frequent  visits  were 
paid  hy  the  Rodent  Operator  to  the  Refuse  Tip  at  Oldways  End  when  satisfactory 
results,  were  achieved  by  treatment  and  infesta^tions  kept  to  a mimmum. 

Routine  test  baiting  of  the  Council's  Sewers,  Sewerage  Systems  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  was  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Ministry  but  no  serious  infestations  v;ere  found. 

The  follovmig  table  is  an  extract  from  the  Annual  Report  on  Rats  and 
Mice  as  required  by  the  Ministry  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  I966, 


PROPSRTHJS  OTSGR  THAR  SLlfflRS 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

(b)  N-umber  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

(a)  Total  nuDiber  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/ or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

(b)  Number  infested  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mce 


lYPl  Of  PROPERTI 


Non 

Agricultiural 


Agricultural 
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APPEtT3irX  1 TYPICAL  RESULTS  OF  CHBiUCAL  MALYSES  OF  PUijLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES  (PT  PARTS  PEB  MILLION) 
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DULVERTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  19  6 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities  ... 

:x  * 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

— 

(m)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding  out-workers’  premises)  . . . 

Total  . . . 

/3  • 

.X  • 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “ cases.”) 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Ref( 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

{a)  Insufficient 

{b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

:x . 

X ■ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences  relating  to  Out-work) 

Total  . . . 

-X  . 

X. 

X • 

— ■ 

PART  vm  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of  Work 
(1) 

-No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(1)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
hsts  to 
the  Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

sen'^ed 

(6) 

Prosecutions 

(7) 

Wearing  Making,  &c. 
apparel  f 

( Cleaning  and 

J Washing  ... 

Household  Linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  ... 

Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

Electro-plate  

File  making 

/ 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

\/ 

Fur  piiUing 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and  chains 

7 

Iron  and  steel  anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

Umbrellas,  &c.  ... 

Artificial  flowers 

/ 

/ 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

/ 

Tents  ...  • 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  (Contd.) 
Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature  of  Work 
(1) 

Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
133(1)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for 

failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecutions 

(7) 

Paper  bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or  partially  of 
paper  ... 

Brush  making  ... 

Pea  picking  ...  . . . ■ 

Feather  sortmg 

Carding,  &c.,  of  buttons,  &c.  ... 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making  ... 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats  ... 

Cosaques,  Christmas  stockings, 
&c. 

Textile  weaving 

Lampshades 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

_ / 

xV 

TOTAL  ... 

